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KABALITA 
 

Service Above Self, intelligence and military operations at sea make a 
perfect mix up for a Merry Christmas as our very own District Governor dons his 
Santa Claus persona in descending down the chimney of Asiaôs First Rotary Club as 
he makes an official Governorôs Visit while service takes a new twist in protecting our 
Mother Land as American defense experts launch the US ï Philippine Strategic 
Initiative Program of the Center for Strategic and International Studies right at our 
doorsteps. Indeed, today is the perfect time to be World Famous as the voices of 
Rotary Club of Manilaôs finest serenade you with Christmas carols that remind us the 
Reason for the season. 
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RCMõs 23rd for RY 2015-16  
December 10, 2015, Thursday, 12N,  
NEW WORLD HOTEL BALLROOM 
OIC/Moderator :  PVP Fausto Preysler 
 
P R O G R A M  TIMETABLE 
 
11:30 PM Registration & Cocktails  
  
12:25 PM Bell to be Rung:   
  Members and Guests      PVP Fausto Preysler 
  are requested to be seated     OIC/Moderator  
 
12:30 PM Call to Order       Pres. Ebot Tan 
  Singing of Republic of the  
  Philippines National Anthem              RCM WF Music Chorale 
 
  Invocation      Rtn. Farid Schoucair 
 
  A moment of silent prayer for the eternal repose of the 
  soul of Ambassador / Rotarian Cesar B. Bautista 
  who recently passed-away in the grace of our Lord  
 
  RCM Hymn      RCM WF Music Chorale 
 
  The 4-Way Test Credo     All Rotarians 
 
12:40 PM Introduction  of -      Rtn. Nicky Villaseñor III 
  -Guests and Visiting Rotarians 
  -Personalities seated at the Head Table 
 
    Welcome Song       RCM WF Music Chorale 
 
12:45 PM Maligayang Bati (Weekly RCM Birthday Celebrants) : 
  Dec. 12éDir. Bobby Joseph;  Dec. 13éé.PDG Alex Cureg; 
  Dec. 16éPD Phil Ong;  Dec. 17éé.Rtn. Ave Cruz; 
  Dec. 18éAS/IPP Frank Evaristo;Dec. 19é....Rtn. Mon Quisumbing; 
  Dec. 21....PSAA Fred Lim;  Dec. 22.........PD Rod Valencia,  
  Rtn. Bob Sobrepeña; 
  Dec. 23é PVP Mike Guerrero, Rtn. Cesar Sarino;  
  Dec. 26é Rtn. Joe de Venecia; 
  Dec. 27é PP Boy Guevara;  Dec. 28éé.Rtn. Joey Syjuco; 
  Dec. 29é SAA Dave Reynolds, Rtn. Justin Ocampo; 
  Happy Birthday Song      RCM WF Music Chorale 
  
12:50 PM  Presidentôs Corner     Pres. Ebot Tan 
 
 12:55 PM Message      Gov. Obet Pagdanganan 
         D3810 
  



3 
 

 
 
  1:00 PM Presentation of RCM District Governorôs  
  Fund to D-3810 Gov. Obet Pagdanganan  Pres. Ebot Tan 
 
     Special Christmas Carols Presentation  RCM WF Chorale 
 
 
   1:15 PM Introduction of Guest Speakers    Rtn. Babe Romualdez 
    
     Launching of US-Philippine Strategic Initiative Program of 
  Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)  
  Washington DC, USA 
 
  Address:  Mr. Christopher K. Johnson 
     Former CIA China Station Chief; and 
 
    Admiral Samuel Jones Locklear III 
    Former Pacific Command Commander 
 
  Public Forum 
  Raffle of cash prizes      Dir. Bobby Joseph 
  Response and presentation of token of appreciation to  
  Mr. Christopher Johnson &  
  Mr. Samuel Jones Locklear III    Pres. Ebot Tan 
 
  
2:00 PM Adjournment       
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PRESIDENTõS CORNER 
     

 
 
 
Dear Fellow Manila Rotarians,  
 
At our luncheon meeting last week, our very own Manila Rotarian legal luminary, Dir. 
Amading Valdez, shared with us his insights on the Constitutional requirements of 
citizenship and residency that anyone who wishes to run for President of the Republic of the 
Philippines must comply with - the burning issue of the day. You will all recall that Director 
Amading is one of the persons who filed a disqualification case with the Commission on 
Elections against Senator Grace Poe. 

    
On news within our Club, today we shift the venue of our weekly luncheon meeting to the 
posh New World Makati Hotel as we celebrate the Christmas season within our Club.   I 
would like to thank  our very own Rtn. Farid Schoucair for his generosity - Rotarian Farid 

offered to shoulder the additional cost of the sumptuous buffet lunch that all of us will partake of at the luncheon meeting at the 
New World Makati Hotel as his way of sending glad tidings this holiday season to all of our Club members. The total cost for our 
buffet lunch is actually P1,600, but each of us is paying only P1,000.00. Thank you very much, Farid, from the bottom of our 
hearts!  As suggested during last weekôs luncheon meeting, we are encouraging all members who will attend todayôs luncheon 
meeting to purchase raffle tickets at P500 each, in the spirit of Christmas. Half of the total amount collected from the sale of the 
raffle tickets will be donated to the wards of our Sagip Kabataan Foundation as our Clubôs Christmas gift. The other half of the 
amount collected will be divided and given as prizes to the winners of the raffle.  On another matter, please be reminded of the 
Rotary International Convention that will be held from 28 May to 1 June 2016 in Seoul, Korea. I encourage all of you to attend 
and actively participate in the affair as a way of showing support for our District Governor PP Obet Pagdanganan. Please 
coordinate with our secretariat, as AS/PD Alvin Lacambacal is arranging a hotel and airfare package for RCM members. Also 
today, our World Famous Chorale will serenade us with Christmas  carols in the spirit of the season. 
 
On news from around the District, last 7 December 2015, DG/PP Obet Pagdanganan, DGND/CoS/PP Rudy Bediones, AG/IPP 
Frank Evaristo, and I attended the District Area Meeting for the month of December at the Aloha Hotel in Manila, where DG/PP 
Obet Pagdanganan and I formally opened the registration for DISCON 2016 while AG/IPP Frank Evaristo, President of the Alay 
Lakad Foundation, presented a plaque of appreciation to Rotary International District 3810 as the Most Organized Group during 
the last Alay Lakad event, and for its support to the Foundation.  Today marks a red letter day for our Club, as our very own 
Manila Rotarian, DG/PP Obet Pagdanganan, conducts  his official Governorôs Visit to our Club, 
 
Also today, two American defense experts, in the persons of Christopher K. Johnson, the former CIA China Station Chief, and 
Samuel Locklear, III, a retired US Admiral and Former Pacific Commander, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), 
will address our Club as our Guest Speakers at our last meeting for the year.  I encourage all of you to take an active part in the 
discussions with our Guest Speakers and to continue participating in and supporting our Clubôs programs and activities for the 
rest of the Rotary Year.  

 
Mabuhay Ang Rotary Club of Manila! 
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GUEST SPEAKERõS PROFILE 
 

 
Christopher K. Johnson 
 
Christopher K. Johnson is a senior adviser and holds the Freeman Chair in China Studies at 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). He is also BowerGroupAsiaôs 
Managing Director for China. As one of the top China experts in the world, he leads the 
companyôs advisory work and development of strategies for BGA clients pursuing 
opportunities in China and regionally. Chris is based in Washington, DC but spends nearly 
half his time in China and the rest of Asia. 
 
 
An accomplished Asian affairs specialist, Mr. Johnson spent nearly two decades serving in 
the U.S. governmentôs intelligence and foreign affairs communities and has extensive 

experience analyzing and working in Asia on a diverse set of country-specific and transnational issues. Throughout his career, 
he has chronicled Chinaôs dynamic political and economic transformation, the development of its robust military modernization 
program, and its resurgence as a regional and global power. He has frequently advised senior White House, cabinet, 
congressional, military, and foreign officials on the Chinese leadership and on Beijingôs foreign and security policies. 
 
Mr. Johnson worked as a senior China analyst at the Central Intelligence Agency, where he played a key role in the analytic 
support to policymakers during the 1996 Taiwan Strait missile crisis, the 1999 accidental bombing of the Chinese embassy in 
Belgrade, the downing of a U.S. reconnaissance aircraft on Hainan Island in 2001, and the SARS epidemic in 2003. He also 
helped shape senior officialsô understanding of the politics of the Jiang Zemin era, the successful leadership transition to Hu 
Jintao in 2002, and the preparations for the fall 2012 leadership succession. Mr. Johnson served as an intelligence liaison to two 
secretaries of state and their deputies on worldwide security issues and in 2011 was awarded the U.S. Department of Stateôs 
Superior Honor Award for outstanding support to the secretary and her senior staff. He also served abroad in a field site in 
Southeast Asia.  
 
Mr. Johnson graduated summa cum laude with bachelorôs degrees in history and political science from the University of 
California at San Diego (1994) and received his M.A. in security policy studies from the George Washington University (1996). 
He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa. 
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GUEST SPEAKERõS PROFILE 
 
 

 
 
Admiral Samuel Locklear 
 

Samuel Jones ñSamò Locklear III is a former United States Navy admiral who last served 

as the commander of the U.S. Pacific Command from March 9, 2012 to May 27, 2015.  

 

Prior to that, he served as Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe - U.S. Naval Forces 

Africa and NATOôs Commander, Allied Joint Force Command Naples. Prior to that, he 

served as Director, Navy Staff from July 2009 to October 2010. He retired from the Navy on 

July 1, 2015, after 39 years of service. 

 

His career as a surface warfare officer includes assignments aboard USS William V. Pratt (DDG 44), USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70), 

USS Callaghan (DDG 994), and USS Truxtun (CG 35), culminating in command of USS Leftwich (DD 984). Subsequent 

command assignments include commander, Destroyer Squadron 2; commander, Nimitz Strike Group; commander, U.S. 3rd 

Fleet; and commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe, U.S. Naval Forces Africa, and Allied Joint Force Command Naples. Ashore, 

he served as executive assistant to the Vice Chief of Naval Operations; the 78th commandant of Midshipmen, United States 

Naval Academy; director, Assessment Division (OPNAV N81); director, Programming Division (OPNAV N80); and, as director, 

Navy Staff. 

His personal decorations include the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, Distinguished Service Medal with one gold star, 

Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit with four gold stars, Bronze Star Medal, and numerous individual, campaign 

and unit awards. 

In March 2011, he commanded US Navy forces enforcing the Libyan no-fly zone, with overall command going to General Carter 

Ham. 

He is a 1992 graduate of the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, and holds a masterôs degree in Public Administration from 

the George Washington University. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PREVIEW OF FORTHCOMING THURSDAY SPEAKERS 2016   
    
January 7, 2016, 12N, Manila Polo Club 
Honorable Amando M. Tetangco, Jr. 
Governor, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
òA Joint Meeting of RCM and RC Forbes Parkó 
 
January 14, 2016, 12N, Manila Polo Club 
Honorable Rodrigo Duterte 
Mayor, Davao City 
Presidential Aspirant 2016 Elections 
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THE WEEK THAT WASé 
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RCM WEEKLY BIRTHDAY CELEBRANT/S 
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SAGIP KABATAAN FOUNDATION MEETING 

 
 

WF MUSIC CHORALE REHEARSAL 

 


